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Einkommenswachstum, steigende
Gesundheitsausgaben und Finanzierung

Income Increase, Health Spending Growth and Financing

Von Hans Adam, Osnabrück

JEL I18, H51, H55
Health spending, gross domestic product per capita, affordability, sustainability,
non-health consumption.

Summary

In 2005, total health spending in Germany amounted to €239,4 billion or €2900 per capita.
Given the aging of the population in the next decades and the progress in medical technology
there are some doubts about the affordability of health spending growth. One important cri-
terion which has been proposed is that increasing health care spending should not lead to an
absolute reduction of real per capita non-health care consumption. Calculations for the period
2005-2075 show that non-health consumption will not fall if per capita health care spending
growth exceeds per capita gross domestic product growth by 1 percentage point. Health care
spending as a share of the gross domestic product will rise from 10.4 percent in 2005 to 21
percent in 2075. An increase in the ratio of health care spending to the gross domestic product
must be expected to change the funding of the German health care system. The public provi-
sion of health care will decline while the share of income devoted to private health spending
(additional insurance, out-of-pocket-payments) will increase.




